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Drama
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“Babushka” was this year’s 
Nativity play. Amina Chambers 
in J2 played the part of 
Babushka whilst all the other 
Otters and Nursery children 
played the parts of animals, 
angels, Russian villagers 
and dancers. 

This, along with the J3-6 Candlelit Carol 
Service in St Peter’s Church rounded off the 
Michaelmas Term in a wonderfully festive 
way.  At the end of the Lent Term the Otters 
and Nursery children entertained the crowds 
again with their Easter show, “Happy Hat 
Land.”

Meanwhile all the J3-6 children were busy 
rehearsing for their end of year production of 
“Dream On,” a fantastic musical adaptation 
of Shakespeare’s romantic comedy “A 
Midsummer Night’s Dream,” written by 
Malcolm Sircom.  It was the biggest show 
the Junior School has ever done with a 90 
strong cast. It was a wonderful opportunity 
for the children to experience and learn 
about Shakespeare at a young age.  The 
students worked hard to bring the story to 
life, including many famous lines as well as 
some very vibrant performances.

Phoebe Janes played the part of Mary, 
Shakespeare’s maid, who held the show 
together and helped explain the complex 
storyline to the audience as well as assisting 
in the writing of the play! A very mature 
and excellent performance came from Paul 
Anderson as Oberon, the masterful king of 
the fairies. Luke Jarman was superb as Robin 

Goodfella 
and the mischievous 

Puck. The audience were delighted by 
his “Goodfella Rap” with the comic Corleone 
brothers (Regan McGriff, Ronaldo Hyde 
and Megan Hardie.) Rebeccah Breare was 
simply charming as Titania, the feisty queen 
of the fairies, along with her entourage of 
Peaseblossom (Lauren Booth- understudy), 
Cobweb (Annabelle Foley), Moth (Victoria 
Farthing) and Mustardseed (Maddy Morgan). 

The four star-crossed lovers, Lysander 
(Alex Dennett), Demetrius (Timothy 
Chandran), Helena (Annabelle Pearce) and 
Hermia (Sophie Tice) also gave excellent 
performances both dramatically and 
musically.

Hippolyta (India Ross) and Theseus (Robert 
Sharman) gave convincing performances 
and an entertaining Venezuelan Tango and 
Conga! Amelia Ward was excellent in the 
role of Philostrate( I go...I come back!) and 
Cameron Watt was very paternal as the father 
of Hermia, Egeus.

One of the highlights of the show was 
the play-within-a-play performed as the 
entertainment for the wedding celebrations 
by Nick Bottom (Matthew Hansel) and the 
other Rude Mechanicals: Director- Peta 
Quince (Grace Knapp), Flute/ Thisbe (Josh 
Timmis) Snug/The lion (Lauren Dudlyke), 
Snout/ The wall (Megan Channer) and 
Starveling/ Moonshine (Luke Hall and Percy 
Vincent- understudy). Who can forget the 
melodramatic “death scene” of Pyramus and 
Thisbe?

Matthew Hansel appropriately hammed 
his way through the production as Bottom 
the Weaver, especially when his head was 

transformed by Puck into a donkey’s and 
Titania fell in love with him.  We were very 
grateful to have the impressive donkey’s head 
lent to us by Tony Kubisyn, who played the 
part himself some years ago.

There were many Olympic athletes and 
“Pretty little fairies” and punk pixies on stage 
this year, including Mr Watson, in a very 
fetching outfi t!

All the pupils who played understudy roles 
had a fantastic opportunity to learn their 
roles as well as getting to play them during 
rehearsals (all good practice for next year’s 
production.)Two J5 pupils actually had 
to perform in the actual shows and they 
certainly rose to the challenge!Julie Scase 
worked her wonders with all the costumes 
again this year to create such a colourful 
vision on the stage at all times.

Andy Webb, Miles Metcalfe and Will Owen 
brought the show to life by creating a magical 
atmosphere with the lighting and amazing 
fog effects (“Blues on a foggy night.”) The 
audience really felt like they were in the 
middle of an enchanted forest. The wireless 
microphones made such a huge difference to 
the main characters’ performances.

We were blessed to have a live band who 
played magnifi cently throughout, led by the 
ever enthusiastic Mr Philip Colls. The Junior 
School staff were paramount to the success of 
the show both on set and behind the scenes.

It was yet another huge team effort from 
all the students and staff; for which I am 
immensely grateful and proud. 

Amanda Brealy

Nativity play. Amina Chambers 

Goodfella 
and the mischievous 

Puck. The audience were delighted by 

Dream On whole cast

Babushka
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In the Royal Academy of 
Dancing Ballet examinations 
this year a 100% pass rate was 
achieved and Sky Jamieson 
was awarded a bronze medal 
at the Cheltenham Festival of 
Performing Arts. 

The children particularly enjoyed 
choreographing their own dance pieces 
during the Summer Term and I can see 
a lot of potential. Some children also 
had the chance to perform at Distinction 
Assemblies - a combination of Festival 
dances and Exam work. Keeeep dancing!

Mrs Liebenberg
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Rugby
U11 Rugby
From the outset it was apparent that 
this year’s side lacked experience and 
real physicality.  Much of the squad was 
made up of J5 boys and they will have 
benefi tted considerably from being so 
involved and undoubtedly we will reap 
the rewards next season. Up front the 
forwards tried hard. In set play we were 
competitive with Matthew Hansel leading 
by example.  However, in the loose only 
Ronaldo Hyde played with real instinct 
and determination.  For someone new to 
the game he played superbly well. 

In the back department we possessed 
good speed and athleticism but too often 
the ball was not moved suffi ciently.  
Defensively we were very inconsistent. 

However Morgan Seatter-Messer worked 
tirelessly in defence and his performance 
augurs well for next year. To close the 
season with wins, losses and draws even 
was a good outcome and I thank all the 
boys for their enthusiasm and good spirit.

U9 Tag Rugby
It was an excellent unbeaten season for the 
U9 tag Rugby team. The side was captained 
by Thomas Breare, who led by example. 
Everyone supported each other and there 
were many close matches. The tries scored 
were evenly distributed amongst the 
team. Thomas Breare, Thomas Haynes 
and Michael Crofts had a particularly 
solid season, as did Josh Carr whose pace 
allowed him the freedom and space to score 
many tries. Well done the boys for a most 
enjoyable and satisfying season.

U9 tag Rugby team. The side was captained 

Girls’ Hockey
U11A
From the outset it was very evident that 
we were going to have a good season, 
though we couldn’t have predicted how 
good it actually was going to turn out! 
Being unbeaten was a super achievement 
but more impressive was the style that 
we played with. Generally the opposition 
was outclassed in every aspect of the 
game and we proved to be far too strong 
in all departments. In fact the team only 
conceded one goal all season. The side 
was captained by the inspirational Grace 
Knapp, but our success was not about 1 
or 2 individuals but was due to excellent 
team work. From goalie to centre-forward 
everyone worked hard, supported each 

other and demonstrated individual and 
collective skill.  Well done girls on a 
superb season, and it is lovely to now see 
so many of you enjoying Hockey so much 
that you have now joined local clubs.

Colours were awarded to: Grace Knapp, 
Rebeccah Breare, Phoebe Janes and 
Amelia Ward.

U11 B
Played 3: Won 2 Lost 1
The U11 B team benefi tted from training 
alongside a particularly strong A team 
squad. With an early 2-0 win against 
Berkhampstead under their belts, training 
sessions were buoyant and all the girls 
showed great commitment. Another 
excellent performance away at Richard 
Pates just before half term saw another 

thoroughly deserved 1-0 victory. Winter 
weather disrupted the tail end of the 
season yet some valuable experience was 
gained by our younger players as they 
move into J6. Well done girls!

U9 
The girls worked very hard this season 
and collectively showed more focus and 
application of effort. Individual skills 
developed well and vitally more of the 
girls grasped a better understanding of 
match play and tactics. In goal Deia White 
demonstrated good technique while on the 
pitch Emily Musgrave again proved to be 
the hub of our team. Most importantly the 
girls’ self-confi dence grew and this was 
instrumental in facilitating a pleasing rate 
of development.

Defensively we were very inconsistent. 
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Netball
U11 A
Played 5: Won 4, Lost 1
Having been unbeaten last year as U10’s 
there was high hopes for this 
year’s U11 A team and they did not 
disappoint, proving themselves to 
be the strongest netball side I have 
coached in many years. The girls began on 
a very  positive note, notching up 30 goals 
and conceding just 10 in their  fi rst three 
games with convincing wins over Rosehill 
Westonbirt, Berkhampstead and Hatherop. 
The second half of term began equally well 
with a fourth win this time over King’s 
Gloucester. Hopes of an unbeaten season 
were unfortunately dashed in our fi nal 
fi xture away at  Pinewood. This year’s 
successful team was ably captained by 
Rebeccah Breare (GA)  who, with Amelia 
Ward, shared the shooting honours 
notching up a  combined total of 42 
for the season. Working equally hard in 
defence  were Sophie Tice and Annabelle 
Pearce who continued to make many a 
 shooter’s job diffi cult. Grace Knapp 
controlled the centre court, ably 
 supported by Phoebe Janes and Izzy 
Attwood –Brown. The three of them 
made the link superbly between attack 

and defence. The key to the considerable 
success of this team was not due to one 
star player but to seven girls who all 
contributed equally, worked  tirelessly 
and never gave up. For this reason, all 
seven were awarded their School Colours. 
Congratulations on a super season girls.
Colours were awarded to: Rebeccah Breare 
(capt.), Amelia Ward, Grace Knapp, 
Phoebe Janes, Isobel Attwood-Brown, 
Annabelle Pearce and Sophie Tice.

U11 B
This season the U11B team had a number 
of fi xtures all in various weather 
conditions. A huge highlight was claiming 
victory with a 12-9 win adainst kings’ 
Gloucester. Well done girls, you have all 
shown enthusiasm and determination 
throughout the season and good luck for 
the next netball season.

U9
Unfortunately the weather was not always 
on our side often making it diffi cult to play 
at times. Fixtures were against Hatherop, 
Berkhampstead and Rosehill Westonbirt. 
All girls played very well and should be 
very proud of themselves. Good luck for 
next season.

Football
U11/10 
From the outset it was clear that the squad 
included some very skillful players but 
that it lacked experience and physique. 
The latter proved to be crucial in matches 
against big schools where we were out 
muscled and out-paced. Emerging having 
won half our fi xtures was a great credit 
to the character and industry of the 
boys. Alexander Dennett captained the 
team very well and often displayed good 
individual skill and reading of match 
situations. A special mention is deserved 
by our American contingent who adapted 
well to ‘soccer’ and demonstrated superb 
commitment and enthusiasm. Most 
encouraging was the fl air displayed by 
our J5 boys. Their performances were very 
impressive and the experience gained this 
season will hopefully pay dividends next 

year. It was pleasing to see us play some 
fi ne football at times but importantly a good 
attitude was always evident. Well done boys. 
Colourswere awarded to: Alexander Dennett

U9
 The U9 football teams once again had a 
good season with many goals being scored. 
Josh Carr’s hat trick before half time 
against Kings’ Gloucester was a defi nite 
highlight and the goal of the season was 
Milo Wills’ volley from an in swinging 
corner. Other noticeable performances 
were; Sam Shipperbottom who was solid in 
defence and Thomas Breare who ran many 
a mile in midfi eld. 

Many of the squad were playing for the 
fi rst time including U8’s Edwin Ward and 
Finn Dawson who played in the B team. 
Overall all those who represented the 
school teams did so with respect, pride 
and commitment.

good season with many goals being scored. 

were; Sam Shipperbottom who was solid in 
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11A
The U11’s were led by Timothy Chandran 
and supported well by his vice 
captain Alex Dennett. Alex continued his 
fi ne batting from the previous season; 
being our leading run maker. All the 
boys should be congratulated for their 
teamwork and hard work  throughout the 
term and especially those making their 
debut for the fi rst eleven and those who 
had never played the game before; for 
example Ronaldo  Hyde, Regan McGriff 
and Paul Anderson. Both Matthew and 
Michael Ferreira, Daniel McLaughlin and 
Oliver Jones show true potential for the 
next season. Well done boys. Colours were 
awarded to: Alex Dennett

U9
The U9 cricket team, lead confi dently by 
Thomas Breare was unbeaten 
all season. This was a team who really 
enjoyed their cricket and it 
showed in matches and during practices. 
Some of their matches were 
extremely tense affairs, eventually 
winning their matches in the last over. 
The batting partnership which carried 
their team to victory on these occasions 
were Thomas Breare and Milo Wills, who 
were outstanding with the bat and useful 
bowlers. I have been delighted by the 
enthusiasm, progression and attitude the 
boys have shown this season. 

Rounders
U11 A 
Played 4: Won 3 Drew 1
The girls made a steady start to the season 
and although lacking match sharpness, 
Rendcomb led throughout to fi nish 
with a comfortable win over their fi rst 
opponents Berkhampstead. A tougher 
contest followed with a very competitive 
match against Hatherop in which saw the 
game come down to the very last ball of 
the match where Rendcomb managed to 
gain a 11 ½ all draw.  Next came the girls’ 
best and most satisfying performance 
of the season by far. Rendcomb batted 
well and edged a fabulous victory by 12 
– 11 ½ against Pinewood due to their 
outstanding fi elding performance. Finally, 
to claim their unbeaten crown, the girls 
had to complete the season against King’s 
Gloucester. Another characteristic fi elding 
performance, coupled with superb batting 
saw Rendcomb quickly steam ahead, 
ending the season with a comfortable 8 
½ - 5 victory and an unblemished record. 
Special mention must go to Grace Knapp 
whose personally tally of 14 rounders kept 
many a game alive. Many congratulations 
to everyone who played their part in 
the success of this season, it will take 
some matching! Colours were awarded 
to: Amelia Ward (capt.), Grace Knapp, 
Rebeccah Breare and Annabelle Foley.

U11B 
 All of the girls have shown great 
commitment and dedication to the 
rounders team this year. They have shown 
tremendous team spirit and have improved 
throughout every game and have all grown 
in confi dence. The girls fi elded well 
with Maddy as a solid backstop, Victoria  
bowled some strong balls and Annabelle 
caught some good balls at  second 
base. Top scorer was Emily Musgrave, 
closely followed by Lauren Dudlyke and 
Annabelle Pearce. The most improved 
batter throughout the season was Nadia 
Williamson. A very  positive season girls, 
well done!

U9
The girls worked extremely hard 
throughout the season and signifi cant 
improvement occurred in all aspects of 
match play. Individual skills developed 
at a good rate especially in respect of 
batting. For some the fear of a hard ball 
restricts their effectiveness in the fi eld. 
However, overall much better reading of 
match situations occurred and a pleasing 
shape resulted. Unfortunately unsettled 
Summer weather kept competitive 
matches to just one. Special mention 
needs to go to Emily Musgrave and Mollie 
Tice who represented the U11B team, 
demonstrating excellent potential as a 
batsman and bowler respectively. 

 

Swimming 
Gala
On a cloudy, damp afternoon 
the Junior Swimming Gala 
bravely proceeded. 

The J3’s started the gala before the 
heavens opened. After a short interval 
the gala continued, fi nally fi nishing 
with the girls’ medley. Throughout the 
afternoon there were many close races 
and super performances most notably 
Andrew Gallop, Isabel Wateridge and not 
forgetting Matthew Hansel and Sophie 
Tice who again shone in the pool winning 
their races and breaking a school record. 
Here’s to better weather next year.

Cricket
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Winter Warmer
A record number of 38 pupils 
volunteered to race this year. 
The  combination of the mud and the hills 
give a true refl ection of the diffi culties of 
cross country running in its purest form. 
As in previous years it was a well fought 
contest. Oliver Jones won the year 5 & 
6 race in a time of 8 minutes and 37 
seconds. The year 3 & 4 race was won by 
Tom Breare of J4. Well done to all those  
involved, a truly inspiring race to watch.

U11 Tournament 
at St Francis
The course was very technical 
and included many  hills and tight 
turns, which played into our hands. 
All our  participants raced exceptionally 
hard, the results speak for themselves. 
Grace Knapp 1st, Robert Sharman 2nd, 
Amelia Ward 3rd, Oliver Jones 6th, India 
Ross 8th, Emily Sharman 9th, Thomas 
Breare 10th, and Morgan Setter-Messer 
60th. Our race positions meant that we 
won the U11 boys’ and girls’ race and  
also the overall U11 cross country shield, 
which now stands very proudly in our 
trophy cabinet. Several of the participants 
were running two years above their age 
group, which bodes well for the future.

Rosehill Westonbirt 
Tournament
Rendcomb travelled to 
Rosehill Westonbirt to compete 
in their annual cross country 
tournament. 
The weather was fi ne and dry  and the 
going was good to fi rm. The race was fast 
and fl at. All of our children ran well but 
were disappointed about a lack of hills.
 The results are as follows:-  U9 girls Emily 
Musgrave 3rd, Mollie Tice 14th.  U9 Boys 
Milo Wills 2nd, Tom Breare 7th, Thomas 
Haynes 10th. U10 Boys Oliver Jones 5th, 
Henry Hollaway 6th, Morgan 19th.
 U11 Girls Grace Knapp 2nd, Amelia W 
14th, Emily Sharman 15th.U11 Boys 
Robert Sharman 9th, Ronaldo Hyde 19th, 
Alex Dennett 22nd.A fantastic afternoon’s 
racing was had by all, many thanks to the  
parents who came to support.

Rendcomb College Junior 
School Tournament
Rendcomb ran its own 
tournament for the fi fth time 
at the end of March. 
The ground conditions were perfect for fast 
running. The course is particularly hilly and 
suits the stronger more powerful runner.
Four schools took part, Rendcomb College 

Junior School, Berkhampstead, 
Rosehill Westonbirt and King’s Gloucester. 
There were two races, a year 3 & 4 
race and a year 5 & 6 race. All of the 
Rendcomb children raced well. Both starts 
were very fast and  it immediately became 
obvious that our children were a little more 
conditioned than many of the others who 
were taking part. The results follow: Years 
3 & 4 race Milo Wills 3rd, Tom Breare 4th, 
Edwin Ward 12th, Freddie Haynes 14th.
Emily Musgrave 7th, Mollie Tice 9th, 
Millie Butler 27th, Freya Angus 28th.
Years 5 & 6 race  Oliver Jones 3rd, Robert 
Sharman 5th, Ronaldo Hyde 9th, Henry 
Holloway 12th.Grace Knapp 2nd, Amelia 
Ward 8th, Emily Sharman 26th, Lauren 
Booth 27th. Medal Winners  Milo Wills, 
Bronze, Emily Musgrave, Gold; Mollie Tice, 
Bronze.Grace Knapp, Gold, Oliver Jones, 
Silver, Amelia Ward, Silver. We featured 
so heavily in the top placings and had a 
good spread across the top part of the race, 
which meant we won the whole tournament 
overall. Well done to all those children who 
took part and thank you to all the parents 
and staff who supported and marshalled.

Junior Sports Day
There was great anticipation at 
this year’s Junior Sports Day as to 
who would win the events and how 
many records would be broken.
The children and the parents who came to 
support were not disappointed; with Grace 
Knapp, Robert Sharman, Rafael T-Jones 
and Emily Musgrave winning many of  their 
events and setting many new school records. 
A good day was had  by all with many close 
fi nishes and some dead heats. All bodes well 
for the Olympic year next year!!

Otters’  Sports Day
Otters’ Sports Day took place on 
a gloriously sunny afternoon. 
All children from Nursery to J2 competed 
in many closely contested races, including 
a new event - the sack race. However, the 
highlight most will agree was the Dad’s 
100m race in  which some Dad’s may 
consider warming up next year before 
taking part!
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It’s been another successful year of Forest 
School. Mrs Breare has now completed the 
Forest School Leaders Award Level 3. 
Nursery through to J6 have all taken part in Forest School, 
either as a timetabled lesson or an after school club. Favourite 
sessions have included shelter building, mallet and tool work, 
creating natural art pictures, making clay woodland animals, bird 
watching, sensory activities, to name but a few. 

The children have really enjoyed using our new digital 
microscope, looking closely at feathers, leaves and bugs. The 
latest addition to our Forest School area is the ‘Thunderbox’ 
compost loo which will enable groups to stay out having fun in 
Forest School for extended sessions. The children are already 
looking forward to Forest School sessions next year.
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Otters’ Circus Day

World  
Book Day

Some more of 
our Special 
Days
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